DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 074 926 HE 003 897

AUTHOR Hofeller, Margaret A.; Dean, Marina L.

TITLE Individualized Fducation: Reading Courses at New

College - 1971-72.

INSTITUTION Hofstra Univ., Hempstead, N.Y. Center for the Study
- of Higher: Educatlon.

REPORT NO St R-4

PUR LCATE - [72)

NCTE ' 21p.’

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29 ’

DESCRIPTORS *Course Evaluation; Evaluation; *Experimental

Colleges; *Experimental Programs; *Higrer Education;
*Independent Study; Program Evaluation; *Reading
" Programs ' .
IDENTIFIERS *Hofstra University; New College

ABSTRACT

ThlS document presents an evaluatlon of the readings
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Independent‘study‘has gained much attention in recent‘years as a
primary index of the 'wave of the futureﬁ in higher education'svstriving
to’provide "relevance" to students and to recognize their individual dif-
ferences and independence'(Pomm@r, 1970; Gleason, 1967;‘Heathers, 1971),
In one recent sample of American colleges and universities (Thompson and
Dressel, 1970 84% of the respondents reported the presence of some form
of independent study in their curricula, YEt; the literature of.higher B
education.contains very few'references to'empiricallevaluationS'of such
programs. Iﬂdepenoent SbUdy vould thus appear to be gaining, the same

valuedby—tradition status that the lectuie method has mainuained Recog~

nizing the many methodological subtletles in investlgating the 1earn1ng

consequences of a particular form of instruction, this paper represents an
1nitial step in a program of evaluation.
Vew College, a semimautonomous‘degree—granting-unit, serves as the

Yeurriculum workshop" for T ofstra University. One of its major aims- durinp

. the eleven years ‘of its eXiscence has been to duvelop indiv1dually meaning-

- ful' and educationally valid modes of learning. Classroon courses are seen at

the College as but one means of communicating the knowledge and the ekcite-

‘1ment of a given area of 1ntellectual pursuit Such courses often have very

real benefits‘beyond the practical one of economy of resources certain

material, certain students, certaln faculty seem to thrive in the social

dvnamics of the classroom. Others, however require a different env1ronment

‘ different pressures. ‘Included among the various options for independent

‘,udy at New College are indiVidual tutorials, Encounter units (typically

off-campus Work and/or study pmugrams), units by ekamination, peer teaching,
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research apprenticeship, senior research project:in the Natural Sciences

and readings courses.#¥

Student Initiated Projects at New College are intended to‘provide
the student with educational options, alternatives‘to those academic content
areas or styles currently‘available in present cource offerings; approved by
the appropriate unit faculty, Similarly, readings courses provide the
student ‘with an opportunity to study some partioulsr subject of personal -
interest not available in a published course at the University,‘under‘the
guidahce and supervision of a faculty mocmber, HThe student selects a‘féculty‘
merber from‘New Coilege‘or otﬁer acaderric unit at the University} in an
academic srea relevant to his,particular\project,‘end requests‘thatyhe become
his supervisor. The student aﬁd facuity I?;em‘oer jointly finaiize the kdixfnep-
‘sions of ‘the project - substance, number of conferehces, credits and other
v form@l detalls‘, The proposal is then referred to tbe student's advisgor and
flnally to. the approprlate area faculty for ?ormal approval Readlngs;
_courseo may range from conventional readlngs and. research to‘field‘work or
the‘prodvﬂtioh‘of creative workS. The suudent's optlon to eleot a readlngs
“course 1s subwect to the avallablllty of faculty resources and to the stcdeut's
‘preparatlon for the’ proposed progent ‘ |

’Because readlngs coursesiare_such'en’ihtegral partdof:the‘New Coilege
curricuium ahd ﬁore'specificell r, of the Co’lege s Student In1t1ated ProJects
progran (durlng (1971~72 readlngs courses accounted, for 59% of all such

progects and for 10p of all New College courses), an 1nVest1gatlon was begun

\*Prlor to the 1972—?3 academlc year, the varlous modes of 1ndepent study

- Were grouped under the headlngs of "Individual Study." Such courses will,
boginning- Septenber 1972 "be classified as Student Inltlated Progects
Readlnos courses w1ll be ref ferred- to as: Indlvidual Progects
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of sono of the»most salient facets of the program, jThis first pnase of
evaluational research focused on those readings courses initiated by New
College students during the 1971-72 academic year, The folloW1ng report,
is a summary of the data obtained in terms of types of courses undertaken and .
the characteristics.ofkthe students who ¢lected them and of the instructors.
‘ﬁtho supervised then..
” Hethod
Durlng the four elghtewee ses,ions of the 1971~72 academic year,

copies of approved readlngs course appllcat ons and, later of grades awarded
in thses courses, tere referred to the Educatlonal Research Office by the

Ner College,Registrar’s‘Recorder. Records were thus kept of all readings
courses undertaken throughout the year; Since,a‘large number of delayed
grades, i,e. mo1dn (four-week hold)_and ”Deferred Evaiuation"3(contracted
delay period of up to to years)‘were awarded, the”grade_records were updated
~ periodically. Tnis‘report is based on data available as of August 1, 1972,
| Results |

Readings CourSe‘Content Since the readings course program was

primarlly de51gned to offer students alternatlves to publlshed courses in

'pg;terms of substance and/or style, the 1971~72 readlngs course t1t1es (See‘

_”Aopendlx A) were surveyed to determlne the nurber whlch by title only,
yappeared to‘dupllcate courses offered atvthe~Un1ver51ty. It‘was‘found-that

"19ﬂ of the total of 263 courses fall into this category. MVen'tnis re1a~

tively low percentage of apparent redundancy may be explalned by the fact

that, accordlng to the offlce of the Dean of Nev College, some students,

‘ p‘rurcularly upperclassmen,‘were speclflcally adv1sed to apply for ‘readings

‘Cﬁurses on- publlshed course mater1a1 because of orogram confllcts In
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addition, p;evibus New Collégé prpgram,policy permitted student to elect
readings courses as a meéns of meeting program requirements. Nonetheless,
the feview of the 1971-72 reédings course titles generally indicated‘that
these courses were indeed émployed as vehiéles for the pursuit of acaaemic
topics different from those offered in published cddrses.

Readings Course Students. One hundred and forty-five stidents

(40% of the total New College population) attempted a total of 856 read-

ings course,cfedit hours during the 1971-72 academic year. for an averéga

of 6.17 credits. A display of the pércentagé of;students who took fead-

ings courses in terms of their academic year and concentration area is

presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Readings Course Registration by Concentration
Area Academic Year. 1971-72

R " Student's Acaderic Year :

‘ Freshmen Sophomores ~Juniors Seniors Totals :
Student's % : %, % "% AR
- Concentration #§Total Taking| Total Taking| Tatal Taking| Total Taking||' Total Taki:

Area N . R.C. N R.C...§ N . R.C. .} N R.C.. N.. R.C.
Roranities ~ fl 40 40% | 54 50% | 32 53 | 10 o so% | 136 48%
“Sqiencesy‘ : 77 237% 1 .60 . 487 31 . 35% - 2 11% |177. -33%
~Natural , 1 IS A ER B S
Sciences ‘ 20 25% - 8 88% - 2 - 0% 4 50% - 34 41%-
Liberal Arts f| 5 . 40% | 3 100% 0o - 0% 0 oz ff 8 63
Elementary - RPN & U B R wo ' IR ;
‘Education 0 o% | 4 2% | 1 100 | 0 on |5 s0%
Total f142  20% |120 0 s2% 66 4w 123 355|360 407

3It may'be dﬁséfved thaf of_the‘fdur aéademic‘yéafs; the sécdnd‘year

class accounted -for the highest percentage of readings course registrants
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(52%) Although the leeral Arts concentration area showed the highest actual
percentage of students tak1ng readlngs courses (OBP)- only elght students
rmaintain Liberal Arts status at ew bollege. The Humanities area had a rela~
tively smaller‘percentage of readings course registrantsf(48%) but its
absolute nurber of readings course students (N=65) is considerably higher,
ln order to lnvestigate the felationship betWeen academic standing

and election‘of readings coufses,‘a‘comparison was made between the academic
- standing of students who’selected readings courses during l97l~?2 and that

of those who did not, Based upon the official New College‘dataAas of June,
1972, student's academic records were categorized'as: "Tn Good Standing';
"In Jeopardy' (either on probation or on festrloted.registration'); "Dropped"
for:academic'roasons; and "iithdrawn "volUntarily. Of the 145 indiuidual
.students uho elected at least one readings course during l97l-72, 130 (80%)
were in good academic standing; 4 (3%) were in academic jeopardy:\j (2%) had

beenndropped for academic reasons; and 8 (6%) had withdrawn voluntarily from -

‘the college as of June, 1972,

The . comparable flgures for the dlS students who elected no readlngs
_courses dur1ng the year are as follows 148 (69p)rwere in good academlc o
‘“standlng, 7 (3 were in Jeopardy, 16 (7n) had been dropped and 44 (204)
~ had 'lthdrawn voluntarlly.v A chi Square analyels reVealed a s1gn1f1cant
“relationshlp ()’2-23 7,3 df., P ( Ol) between academlc standlng and ‘the

ele tlon of at least one - readlngs courSe. It 1s, of course, dlfflcult to_”
11nfer whether academlc‘success 1s a 00nsequence of, or an impetus for readlngs
course reglstratlon.‘ In part, too, the data are confounded by the 1nclu51on
of readlngs course grades 1n the student's over—all class1f1cat10n.‘ None-'

thelesso the data suggest that parf1c1pat10n in the Readlngs Course program f
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is a correlate of success at ‘the College,

Grades Awarded in Readings Courses, In‘contrastito Table 1. which
-deals with readings course registratlon; Table 2‘compares student year and
course area with grades awarded in readings’courses. It may be observed
that 592 (66%) of the readings,course credits attempted by New'College students
:were undertaken in the dumanities area; 218 (24%) in the Social Sciences;
78 (9%) in Jatural Sciences, and 8 (1p) in Liberal Arts. ?
Table 2 also 1nd1cates that of the 896 total cred1t hours attempted,
733 (82%) were successfully conpleted for credit as of August l 1972, of
-these, hép were A's, 29% B's; 2% Cis; and 23% P's.' Of the non~completed
credits; 70 (Bp) are stlll‘legltimately outstanding (either H's or DE'sy;
24 (3%) vere Fail grades; and 69 (7%) resulted in no evaluation (either -
Withdrawal or lio Evaluation) Thus, 90% of all read1ngs course credlts
«attempted were either successfully conpleted or are le01t1mate,y pendlng
accord1ng to accepted agreements Even if none of the outstanding grades are
successful]v resolVed “the ‘completion ratlo would be 82 | This flndlng is
‘partlcularly menalngful since an often cited cr1t1c1sm of 1nd1v1dualiZed
‘ study focuses on 1ts potent1al for student procrastlnatlon and non-completion.
Apparently, 1n the New College context the program 1s characterlzed by a
remarkably h1gh degree of student ach1evement of those goals they contracted
to complete
| A further analysls of the grade frequency d1str1butlons obtalned for
- ,the lQ?l—72 readlngs courses as compared wlth those awarded in 19?1-72 New
College concentratlon courses (data avallable in the l97l*?2 New College
_‘Annual Report) 1nd1cated a 51gnif1cant 1nterdependence (p,\,05) between

grades and type of: course The 1nd1catlon belng that readlngs courses were
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Table 2.
Frequency distribution of grades awarded in

Readings Courses by Year and Academic
Area, 1971-72:

v 1 , ‘
and Area A B ¢ P ok I{/Inc ek "."/NE/**?* TOTAL
_ v - DE Y ‘
QunanAtles - : : , ;
Tresmmen . Il 300 28 12 9 2 18 8- 17
Sophoriores | 96 71 ~-- 60 11 15 12 265
Juniors . é8 64 - L6 L L . 3 - 189
Seniors - - 8 — 6 - - 7 21
‘otal {1k 171 12 121 17 37 4o 592
sacial Soiences e , P
Freshmen 1l 37 120 == e e o1 T b e
Sophomores 5l 10 - 19 L 7 1. . 105
Juniors 22 6 - 15 - 2 Lo 49
Seniors —~ - = —— e e i - - —~—
Total i Sl 28 .- 3k L 20 19 218
Tatural Sciences ' i ‘ . v
Freshmen 2 - - . e 5 2 . o
Sephcmores 13 - b 8 3 8 8 - b9
Juniors ‘ L 10 —— 6 —_— D i — {1 20
Seniors == e a- —~ —— _— ~ . -
Total - qew w0 s w3 13 10 || 78
Liberal Arts - _ oo | | ¢ |
B Frefhmen R o me Lem ae —-— I PR |
Sophomores: - —— e e e e e P | ISR
Jundors L b e e e - IRER ‘ 8
: Senlors { — m— e e e - - RN
}Totan S T - 8
'«..,_,.ana Total = ||335 213 16 169 2+ 70 - 69 :* 896

"#Data compiled as of' ﬁugust 1,1972° S ’ :
*%Fail grades awarded in both: the 1etter grade SJsten and in the P/F system. of
the total 24 fail credits ‘avarded, 22:.were for incompleted DE's, :
***H—Hold (for four weeks) Inc~Incomplete UEéDeferred Evaluatlon (a contracted
: ‘extension for a period no greater than to years. -
; **HTAJlthdrawal 1E-No Evaluatlon, Y~Impr0per wlthdramal




generally awarded.higher grades,

At the same time, .133 (22%) of the read1ngs course credits attempted
in the Humanities arsa were elected by students on a Pass/Fall option;
29 (13%) of the Soclal Sciences; 14 (187) of the Natural Seiences and none
in Liberal Arts. Thus, approxlnate y one~fifth of all credlts attempted
in 31L read1ngs courses were eerred for Pass/Fall grades, compared with
10% of the concentration courses

Reedlngs Cou“se Suporv1°ors. Slnce New College students may elect

faculty from New Colleve or any other acadenmie un1t at the Univers1ty as
supervisors of thelr readlngs cou:ses, aycomparlson between New College and
non-New College supervisors‘Was»accomplished;“ Thesetdata are presentedfln
Table 3., As partmof the’normalﬂteaching load, all 15 full-time New College
faculty members superv1sed at least one readlngs course during 1971-72.
Includlng three part—tlme faculty ay the College these faculty accounted
for a total number of lél 1ndiv1dual courses (547 cred1ts) yieldlng a
mean of 8 9 courses (30 L cred1ts) per faculty member.‘ It should be noted
: however that" the range of courses offered by each 1nstructor JS wide 525
;(1—98 credlts) e d | _ | ‘ P | | |
3 Forty-elght non-New College faculty superv1sed ‘a total of 102 read1ngsk . h
h?courses (349 credlfs) for a mean of 2 1 courses (7 3 credits) ‘ The non— S
E New College faculty superv1sors 1ncluded 31 at asslstant professor level
or below, 9 assoclate professors, 4 full professors and 2 members of the ‘l‘w
‘: Univer51ty L1brary staff Tw0 of the supervisors were Department Chairmen

It *s interestlnv to note that Whlle there was a snaller number of ;?

“wi_New College faculty superv151ng read1ngs courses the total number of courses= ‘?7*ny3f

:“supervised by them was markedly hlgher than that of their Univer51ty colm”w”

‘LThns wasyprlmarlly true in the Humanities area”fwhere:eigh New




Table

Readings Course Supervisors

New nowwmmm,mmncwn%
() # Courses # Credits. w * oo:ﬁmmwfw‘%wnwmmwnw@:
Instructor Area mcwnn<wwma Supervised ‘mcmmn<wmmawmmcnmw<wmmak

~ # Courses” # ¢
. Sunervised. Supe

Humanities I (8) g - ,;uwu , 6 71 _ “Maﬁ“mww‘
Social Sciences Auv 37 . 125 : ,Awmv S 26 , m;‘,wwu
Natuval Sc'ences - 3) ‘ 25 67 1 ¢2 3 - .‘,;  11 -

Liberal Arts - , - | _ (2) ) :;‘ g

Total Cllasy 161 547 (48) w2 369

It




Table 3

Readings Course Supervisors

New nowwmmm,mmnswn%

. ‘sz # Courses  # Credits w &.docﬂmmm,‘w* mﬂnmwnm.m _.NzM;”;%Mn@demn ﬁwﬁwmm ts
nstrurtor Area Supervised Supervised © - Suvpervised: Supervised || .. Sunervised Supervis
Humoni ties (@) a9 355 @6 71 237

Social Sciences | (7) 37 125 sy 26 f,mu_

Zmncﬂmwﬂmn»msnmm 3) 25 67 (2 3 e HH_

Liberal Arts - - - (2 2 | w.‘ ]

Total (18) 161 547 (48) ;Fowk ‘ ,wwm




College faculty (including “two part-t'une members) superv1sed a total of

| qcourses, comparecl m.th 26 non-~fiev College laculty Uno supervised 7

n in the Social Sciences, ‘seven New Col_:.ere urofesSOrs (including one , .

5 ‘time member) superv:.sed a total of 3'7 courses, uhile the 18 ron-‘\Iev College

‘» faculty superv:.sed 26,

A frequency di str:Lbution by academic year and co.m entration area

’ “of the’ students Uho e.l.ected to study w:Lth Nev Colleae Ve, non: -Nev College

L faculty is presented in Table 4 1t 1s 1nterestinr to note that of the

total number of otudents who" electecl read:mgs courses (\1-145), approximately
:‘1; 50% chose Nev Collerre faculty and 50 non—-New College Of those who did

= select at least one non—Hev College supervisor 219% chose faculty from both
: New Colleae as uell as. other units of the Univer51ty, and 29‘}5 chose non-
;f:New Colle'"e faculty onl Furthernore, of the. various concentrat" on areas,

"only in the {umanit'l.es and Liberal Arts did more students select facult J

o : from the Universitj rather than »ew College, and of the several academic ‘

j‘ dyeare, only Jun:Lor students dld so. o

To amplify the data on readings course grades presented in Table 2,
" 'a further analvsis of this distribution Vas accormlished by compar:Lng grades ;
_“awarded by New College ancl non-Netv College facultj (See Taole 5) The ‘,

‘ ‘yearly totals indicate that the same percentage (82%) of successfully com-

'~, uleted were awarcled by Netr L,ollege and non-Nev College faculty, as. well as

a sim:l.lar percentage (3%) of Fa:Ll grades -owever a Chi Square a.nalys:l.s |
of* the grade distributions of the tvo groups did reveal that the: assignment
‘ f‘of grades is not indeuendent of the collegiate affiliation of’ the super- :

;:viSOrs. ('](2-25 57, 5 d;.., p(.Ol) It appears that New College faculty -

a.Wardsd both higher letter grades and greater percentages of Pass grades

e At the same time, ’ 11igher percentage of pending grades was awarded by
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Table 5

Grades Atrerded in Readings Courses
by New College und Non-New College Faculty
197172 : - '

-— - -—
i - et - aam

. T o il j H:“"‘ ' ’;
Concentration : L | , G;ades Avarded ‘ |
“Area b A ‘B C P F HME
L ; . ‘ : Inc.

et et gty
o a—— o e et

4:>
] HES
e

{ TOTAL,

Eumanitieg o e e TR RS " o
New College . |I132° =~ 37 . = 85 . 1k 22 15 41 355
‘Non-New College i 62 S8 1’ 38 3 15 25 4 237

Total  li1ow l2r 17 37 b0 592

e
<3

N
‘—l
)

. §ocia1‘Sciences ‘ - : ‘
" New College {60 o - 23 - 20 8 125
- Non-New College || 53~ 14 - 1 4 - 11 i 83

Total  lm3 28 - 3 4 20 19 || 28

| ‘Natural Seiences gt o S T b CN | ERE
- “New College . {1 20 10 - = 4 W - o9 10 || 67
Non-New College :f| .4 . ' "= - = B R it | BRI & K

O Total 2 200 b w3 13 10 ||

" Liberal Arts -

“Tewiollegs |l ~ - = - oL -
Non-New College. | . 4 - L - - - L

" Yearly Totals g , S v R . ‘ .
New College 212 111 4 122 1 51 33 || s
- Non-New College " {/123 * 102 12 . 47 10 19 36 || 349

| CRAND TOTAL - ||335 . 212 16‘, 169 ;* 24  ' 70 69 “‘?3‘:896
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 New College professors as well as a lower percentage of no evaluation
‘grades.

Characterics of Pompleters vs. non-romnleters. Table 6 presents the.

frequency distribut on of Stud61-o who took readxngq conrses comparlng the -

. various romplet1on rates.‘ Students Were 8 ,¢<iwr,‘milee groups 3 those

with“ldoi rompletwon rate, i.e. who‘successfully completed all readings
courses . attempted (N~100) those W1th 1eg1t1mate1y outstanding grades, i. e. 1‘
R s and DE's (N—l9), and those who failed to. complete at 1east one course
(N=26) Of the 26 students who did not successfully‘conplete onlyfone‘
etudent had more than one such incomplet1on At} the ssme‘time all 19
students with' legit mately outstanding grades had only one such grade each

A comparison of the data also revealed that although a s:gnlficant relation-
Shlp (/(2— 13. 46 5 df., p ( OJ) did exist between readlngs rourse completionfﬁ
rates and academic yoar no’ such relationshin was found with student concentrav r
tion ‘area (12 ==" l 74 8 df., ns) | | | |

' In order ‘to astertain if any relationship existed between a studnnt 8:

general academic stand1ng nd his tendency to successfully complete readzngs

- course84 a profilei s1m11ar to the one constructed between students who did

and" d1d not take resdJngs cour es‘was}prepared. jTable 7:presents;the datafcd

for the completers vs. n01 comqlsters.
Wn_f”'ble 7

Academ1c Standing of
Completers vs.‘Non—Conpleters

Completion Rate

fflOOZ‘?,u'V*'lf‘ " Legitimately. ]ﬁ\f~fj1Fa11ed to

~“Academic ii, “.Completion- . Z,Outstanding‘ © . Complete
‘Standing . R (N=19) e 2 (N=26) ¢

~ Withdrawn ' e ERR T S

~ Dropped .- i

~In" Good°Stand1ngt
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Table 6
Trequency dlstrlbutlon of completers vs, nor-

‘completers by academic year and concentration
area

bl F
N

'Cbmpletibh Rété B

‘Year and . - —~ : :
Area - ;  ,1009; Ce ‘ Legltlmately ‘ Failed to
SRR : -}l Completion ‘ Outstanding Complete
% . N % N %

Freshmen = . -
Humanities (N=16):

1n 19
-~ rSoc,Sc,  (N=18) || -8
3
1

22
20

13
33
20

50

69
Ly
60
50

Nat,Se, - (N=.5)
Lib, Arts - (N=2)
El, Ed, . (N=0)

Freshmen =~ - e ‘
Total ~ ~ (NsH1) W 23 .56 1

| RO
11 = EFW

m .

Dol 20

k ‘

Sophomores'm . N

" “Humanities (N=27) || <17 - 63

- soe, Se, . (N=29).l| 22 76
Nat, Se, (N=7) |} b - 57
Lib; Arts S(N=3) 2 67
El.3d, o (N=1) ) e

Sophomuvas AR | C ‘

~ Total. ' 5(N=67)‘-

18, 5

.29
33 .
100

I HWun
]
X

=
=
e Ew

b5 o679 1B 11

Cwnderz
=N :Hunannbles (W=17).
¢ Boc, Se, (M=1L) it

“Mat. S..“ (N:yO)‘,

18

R AR ;
18

9 82 L -

1 LI A AN
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A significant relationship was found between a student's'general acaiemic
standing‘and‘his‘+endeny to‘éonpletejreadings courses ( Z?E=25A18 6 af,,
P <‘Ol) : Again, however, the data are confounded by the inclusion of the
readings course grades in. the student's over-all standing.‘

Summary and Conclusions ‘

Forty percent of all nlew College students participated in the F’eadings ‘
- Course. program at New College during the l°?l-72 academic year, Vlth ‘an
averape of 6 l7 courses per student and a total of 896 attempted credit
hours qumanities and second year students had the highest rates of par-
‘tlcipation in readings courses

Significant differences were found to occur in the grade distribution
of‘New College concentration courses and those grades a"arded in readings
courses,: as: uell as in the grades awarded by New College and non-Neu College’
1‘supervisor Tnenty percent of the credits attempted in readings courses A

| Were chosen on the Pass/Fail option.

’ Of the hours attempted 90 Were either successfully completed (82 )
"for legitlmately outstanding (8%) as of August lst l972 ' Seven percent~ L
of all readings course credits attempted resulted in no. evaluation and
- three. percent in FeiJ grades. | | ' : “ |
| Sixty-s1x professors superv1sed readings courses during l°7l-72
"finclvdlng all New College full-tlme faculty and an additional 48 faculty
| vfrum other academic units of the University Sixty—one percent of all
credlts attempted uere supervised by Nev College faculty. |

Statistical analyses indicated that there was a signlficant rela—i;

Jtionship betneen a student's academic year and his tendency to complete -

lﬂreadings courses, while no such relationship was obtained between academic“
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area and completion‘rate, At‘the same time significant relationships were
found between a student's academic_standing and‘his tendency to elect
readings oourses, as'well as between a student's‘academic standing'and
‘his tendency to successfully complete ‘thern, |
In general tnen, the readlngs course program at Nev oollege does
appear to be servlng 1ts 1ntended purpose. ’Students seem to be~e1ect1ng‘
such‘courses as optionaleeans‘of exploring new problem areas;~'TnoSed
students who do plan:readingsbcourses tend to be in good academic standing
and to compiete thescourses‘they begin | -
Further investigation is needed to determine the dimens1ons of the
}iearnlng experlence in 1ndependent study, leferences in the quantity and/d
or quallty of learnlng 1n readlngn courses as Lontrasted to classroom
courses, for example need to be speclfled to be\ter understand appropriate
'uappllcatlons for readlnvs course. programs In addltlon, greater 1nndepth
‘ investlgatlon 1s requlred to d1scover the neanlng of a readlngs oourse
‘ ‘program for varlous faculty and students and to determlne the extent to -

7 which‘such‘a program affects one s‘over-all eduoatlona1~att1tudes‘and

enhances the level of one's learning experience, -
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APPENDIX A

Titles of Readings Courses attempted
by New College students durlng 1971-72

Phenomenology of Art
. ‘Thought 'of Karl Jaspers
‘Pragmatic & Ex:Lstent:Lal Torks oi‘. Art
-‘OntologJ ‘
‘Ma jor- Religions ,
Orig:Lns of Witchcraft i - 253 Western :
Civllization
4 Cliff Odets & Group Thea'ter
“Directors and Dirscting-

- Painting- Studio

Drawing and Anatomy
Architectural Drafting

: ','Advanoed Paint:mg Studio
SReadings in Modern: Poet:_-,y

. Peer-: Teaching

' Doystoyevsky

‘F:Ltderald

Contemporary Fiction

Pottery: Horkshop '

Prophets in 0ld’ Tesuameﬂt

, “L.lassic L:Lterature on Wmen -

Analysis of the Image ﬁ'Women :m ,

. iHistory ,
Introductory Psychology ,

‘Jungian Psychology S
Sociology of: Education ‘ :

o "Rad:Lcal L:Lferature in. mﬁcatlon ‘
' People and Culture oi‘ It;.é’b-East
 Fortran for Fun

Biology recdback

Biological Basis for D:riﬂ‘gerences between '

. 'Sexes

o e Prenatal Deyelopment

U istory of Math'
- Readings in Philosophicmg Ideas in
= Modern. Art . ‘

3Creative Wr- 1ting

‘ ‘Humanities IR

" Becket - e ST

: Architectural Drawing

Art’ Appreciation T

"‘Merican Short Fiction

“Art-of Edgar Allen Poe ©

~ Contemporary ‘Arts in China
» 'Contemporary American Fiction E

Readings in History and English |
Literature - ‘

Expository: Nriting

‘Richard, the Second - ‘

Culinary Arts of China =

Pastels and 0il" Pastels

On'and About Gertrude Stein

‘Modern European Novels :

‘Joyce :

Glaze Chem:Lstry

Images in’ Poetry, Painting and
Drama (18th Century} ‘

',Abstract Expressionism

[”Introductory Readings in Old

Te stament

 Delmore" Schwartz
“Latin’ Comprehens:Lon

‘Psychodrama.
Vodun* Practices of Haiti

R Utopia and Reality -
VCommue-A Sophisticated Fraternity

House

“.Cities and’ Individuals in. Tens:Lon
" Mental Tllness and’ Language
o Works ‘of - RD Laing ‘
“Pathology in Family :
" Geography of: South America

Parapsychology

_ Morality of Behaviov~ Modification

Introduction to Neurology

LW orld of Math .

‘Linear Programming

YrTechnology of Shelter
. Study . on the’ Bauhaus )
u‘;Structuralism P
? yuestalt Theory S
- Values in Crisisgﬁn‘l ' R
. Blues within Cultural Perspective‘ :
-Buddhism =
~.General’ Anthropology A
fﬁmajor Religions of. India’ and Far East ‘
. Stanislovski's Contribution _—
- "daiting for Gedot! ' -
' Readings'in Films.
«;Graphics ~‘f;y:,




' Advanced Graphics

Xl ;Learnlng Theory
. Sexual'Identity " - -

\‘f?Daniel De Leon ' .

‘l»Biological Sciences .

hHistory of Art, Criticism .
. Book. Illustrations ‘
. How Env1ronment Affects an Artist
‘Independent Work in Fottery and Ceramics.
" American ' Literature == . - ‘
' Readings in Modern Contemporary
‘Literature . ‘- ‘ :
- Readings in- Salinger . '
" Studies in Afroquerican Thought
"' Spanish' and Spanish-American works
‘Spanish Readings B o
Spanish: TLanguege
Ceramic- Vorkshop
Chinese. Language. . '
- 20th:Century French Literature
Advanced French
. Studies in'water Colors
- Gallery Study
.- Beginning Hebrew t
'Readings in Hebrew s
- Intreductory. Readings in James Joyce
: Analysis of ‘Basic’ Structures of
- Religious Experience ‘
‘ Wright Mills
S Utopians I
VVRole ‘of Mental Institutions in -
Soc1ety ‘ ‘

57Ba51c Psychology
Environmental Psychology

Deterrent ' Effect of" Death Penalty
'Readings in: Educatlon and: Symbolic
Interaction. . :
~Barly’ Childhood
4,Experimental nducation T
*yPhenomenological Psvchology o
‘Pan=Africanism o
" Modern Dancing: and Relatlonship to
,"“Dance’ Therapy * -
‘?Children s L1terature 1n Elementary
i " 8chool - :
o Computations, Finite and Infinite
‘Machines .. ‘
.,Impact of Computers on Future Society
”“Ihologyof Memory
'f,Neuropnysiological Control

‘“VfNutrient Cycles in Fresh Water Lakes Alf

" Art in Europe

Human Natures ‘
Subcultures of Therapeutic Communities
Communlcation and Culture

Survey inMedia | -

General Readings in Anthropology

Arthur Miller =
' Historyof News Broadcasting
.,Shaxespeare S
. 'Meaningof Freedom
- ‘Poetry Writing -

Beginning of English Novel
Nature in Photography .-

' Advance Technology. in Photography
'Cloisonne Enameling

Study of ' 18th Century Furriture

. Technical Aspects of Camera -
Wilderness in American L1terature

Mark Twain and ‘the: American Myth

.Contemporauy'wriuings by Female Authors

American Popular L1te“ature

C st Year Essay
‘ Compos1 tion

Poetry. of: Blues R T
20th Century Black Litersture‘

. Ccnversational Spanish ,
,‘;WAtercolors based on Turner

Basic. French '

- Elementary- French :
-Conversatlonal F“ench
f20th Century nus1c o

Aesthetics of 'J. Dewey
‘lelos KazastZakis ‘

Producing’ Radio NeWskBroadcasting

lMuseum Techniques .
':‘Mytns and Symbols of Hlndu-Buddhist

Traditlon'¢'~ o

"fAdvanced Mime .

German LanguAge‘

:D. H.‘ LaWrence P '
~ Movement of Love in the Universe
“Readings in- Tacitus ﬁ‘fT“‘,‘
| Newswriting - : ‘ :
"Investigation of Political Psychology
. “Reactions to, Unions: -
" Mexican People:and Gaiety ‘
*Perception .of. Student Faculty and N

Administration of Aspects of
School” Experience e

_"Introduct on to Demography
1 jSocial Stratlfication




Robeson: Iian and Society.
Study ‘of US Naval Academicy
Attitudes and: Learnlng Theory
Pnenomena of Unconsclousness ‘
Psychologlcal Approach to Under-
- standlng ‘Sex . Idenulty , :
Peer Teaching in Env1ronmental Psy-
-~ chology L :
chhlzophrenla
. Plaget-

" Head. arnd Dewey

' Psycholonlcal Aspects of. Kazastzahls
. Characters. '

‘Radlcal Approach to Schoollng
~Tnnovations in Secondary Education
Soviet’ Polltlcs ~ Position of Women
: Psychology of" V1510n

1Corn1t1ve Theorises

Tudor English.

;Bas1c Comprehen51on Language
Artificial” Ihtelllgencec

" Aspects’of Ecology
o Hematology ‘

Integral Calculus -
. Future Shelter’ and. Technology
‘lebrary'Medla Materlal for Child
‘ lerary Uee 1n Study :




